"Literature of the GDR" (Spring, 1976) Even with two German states, the German nation still exists (in the legal sense) and, despite occupation, division and the like, most citizens of these states still consider themselves "German" first. In addition, the legislation, politics and achievements of the Federal Republic are closely watchedL in the GDR, more so than vice-versa. Personal experience suggests that one tends to find more evidence of the "ultra-German" in the GDR than in the Federal Republic. Even the young people, although they may appear different superficially, share the basic values of their ancestors. It was for these reasons that this author treated GDR literature as part of the overall postwar German literature.
The seminar which I taught at the University of North Carolina at Greensboro explored postwar German literature as it reflects many of the historical events which had been treated in a previous seminar: "Political and Social Contrasts in the Two Germanies." Thus it was stimulating to analyse the effects of two differing social systems upon a literature rooted in the same past. Not only were the literary selections able to bring into a more personal focus many of the events previously studied within an historical frame of reference, but they also portrayed everyday life of Germans in both states.
Works selected were: Brecht's Three Penny Opera (although written in 1928, it was chosen for its "socialist" element and the fact that it is one of the major works of an individual who played such an important role in the GDR in the 1950's); Grass' Pop; Years, Cat and Mouse; Hochhuth's Soldiers and The Deputy; M. Hamburger's East German Poetry; P. Weiss' The Investigation; Hesse's Narcissus and Goldmund; Uwe Johnson's Speculations about Jacob; Rolf Schneider's Deep Waters and Christa Wolf's Divided Heaven.
Through discussions of these works, students were presented with significant questions regarding their own behavior, were they to find themselves in similar situations. Morality versus expediency, caring for others as well as for oneself, the eternal quest for "happiness"-these questions exemplify some of the themes in the required texts. It goes without saying that, given the concerns and interests of today's university youth, such topics served as stimuli for lively discussions.
Some of the presentations growing out of this seminar were: "Bob Dylan and Wolf Biermann: The Revolutionaries," "Nazi Germany and Recent German Literature," and "The Theatrical Innovations of Constantine Stanislavski and Bertolt Brecht."
The majority of students who took both seminars found that their cultural and literary horizons had expanded in view of the in-depth analysis of the subject matter. One student remarked that he was tired of concluding his Euro-pean history courses either at Stalingrad or with May 8, 1945 ; or, at best, with a mere skimming of post-World War II events, leaving him without any genuine grasp of the important role played by the German-speaking countries in postwar Europe.
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RECENT PUBLICATI0NS
The forthcoming issue of Minnesota Review contains David Bathrick's review of "The Folitics of Reception Theory in the GDR".
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